 Whole School Music Plan

Scoil Cholmcille Junior,

Ballybrack

Roll No: 19641T

Introductory Statement:
This policy was developed by the school staff during the 2015/2016 school year. 

This plan will form the basis of each teacher’s long and short term planning in Music and so will influence teaching and learning in individual classrooms. It will inform new or temporary teachers of our approaches and methodologies in this subject area.

Rationale:
We recognise Music as an integral part of the Arts curriculum. We have developed this plan to benefit teaching and learning of music in our school and to provide a coherent approach to the teaching of music across the whole school. 

Vision and Aims:
Vision

Our School recognises that music education is part of a balanced curriculum which aims to develop the whole spectrum of the child’s intelligence. We also seek to develop the child’s aesthetic, intellectual, emotional, creative and cultural development through engagement in positive musical experiences. 

Aims

We endorse the aims of the Music Curriculum as outlined in the Music Curriculum Pg. 12

· To enable the child to enjoy and understand music and to appreciate it critically 

· To develop the child’s openness to, awareness of and response to a wide range of musical genres, including Irish music

· To develop the child’s capacity to express ideas, feelings and experiences through music as an individual and in collaboration with others 

· To enable the child to develop his/her musical potential and to experience the excitement and satisfaction of being actively engaged in musical creativity

· To nurture the child’s self-esteem and self-confidence through participation in musical performance • To foster higher-order thinking and lifelong learning through the acquisition of musical knowledge, skills, concepts and values 

· To enhance the quality of the child’s life through aesthetic musical experience.
Curriculum:

1.1 Strands and Strand Units
Each teacher is familiar with the strand and strand units, content objectives for his/her class level and indeed for each other’s class levels. This is to ensure a coherent programme throughout the school. The strand and all the strand units must be covered each year as must all content objectives.

Teachers will adhere to the Whole School Plans developed and appended to this document. Teachers will ensure that the music content as outlined in the appended documents will form the minimum content for their class level.

1.2 Planning

Each teacher will prepare a long term yearly plan for Music which will be informed by this Plan

Each teacher will ensure that the music content for their class will be covered during the school and will be recorded in their fortnightly plans and Cuntas Miosúil.

1.3 Children’s Ideas:
All children will be actively engaged in music education in our school. Approaches and methodologies used will be based on the active learning strategies recommended in the curriculum. 
1.4 Key Methodologies
We will ensure that the approaches and methodologies used will foster enjoyment in music making, seek to develop the skills, understanding, knowledge and attitudes of the children and allow for musical growth and the development of creativity in the child through the use of
· Talk and discussion

· Active learning

· Collaborative learning

· Problem solving

· Skills through content

· Use of the environment

Once a year our school will participate in a collaboratively planned Music week which will give the children opportunities to participate in a wide variety of musical activities including workshops on percussion and song singing, attending live music groups and bands, listening to different musical genres etc. 

1.4 Linkage and Integration

Linkage: We recognise the interrelated nature of the Music curriculum, and acknowledge that while the children are engaged in the strands Performing and Composing, they will frequently be listening and responding.

Integration: Music is used as a methodology and may be used as a starting point in itself when presenting content from another curricular area, where the objectives are primarily drawn from other curricular areas. 

We recognise the opportunities to integrate the strand unit Exploring sound with the Science curriculum. In addition we recognise that there may be opportunities to integrate with History, Geography, Language and Visual Arts.

1.5 Classroom Management

Teachers can adapt a combined approach of whole class work, small group work, paired work and individual work on chosen topics in each class. Children will be given an opportunities to work together collaboratively and share their own ideas.

2. Assessment and Record Keeping

Teacher Observation

Teacher designed tasks and tests

Projects

Recording of the children’s work

Self Assessment – Using Questions to establish if the children enjoyed what they did and if they understood the musical elements of the lesson.

ICT – digital photographs, video images, websites. – (Teachers will be cognisant that parental consent may not have been granted for the use of digital imaging)

Teacher’s observations feed directly back into the teaching and learning process, emphasising areas of weakness or strength in the children’s achievement, providing useful summative information and guidelines for future planning. 

When assessing the three strands, teachers refer to pp. 125-127 of Teachers Guidelines.

Our teachers are also aware that assessment in music may produce evidence of learning needs in other areas of the curriculum also.

The assessment records will form the basis for reporting and discussing the child’s progress with parents. This information will be relayed at Parent Teacher Meetings and in annual school reports.

3. Children with Different Needs

Our teachers adapt and modify activities so that all children can participate meaningfully in classroom music, and they refer to pp/ 40-41 of Teachers Guidelines.

Where a teacher recognises that a child displays a particular ability in Music, this will be communicated to the parents so that the child may have opportunity to take out to school music lessons, circumstances permitting.

4. Equality of Participation and Access

Equal opportunities will be given to all children regardless of gender, ethnic background, socio-economic status across all strands and activities

Music will at given opportunities be used as a force to integrate the culture of international children.

5. Organisational Planning

Timetable

In keeping with the recommendations in the Primary School Curriculum Introduction (Page 70) a minimum of 2 ½ hours per week is devoted to Arts Education in Infant class and a minimum of 3 hours per week for classes 1st to 6th
One hour of this time will be spent on Music in 1st and 2nd class and 45 minutes in Junior and Senior Infants. On occasion time will be blocked as appropriate. This might occur when working on an integrated project.

Teachers have been given the flexibility to reduce time spent on Arts Education subjects as noted in our Literacy and Numeracy National Strategy. 
6. Resources and ICT

Our school is very well resourced with musical instruments. Each teacher has a copy of the inventory of resource, equipment and instruments available in the school. See Appendix 1 
Musical instruments are stored in the Shared Area of our school. Instruments will be shared out among classes giving each teacher a month with the instruments as outlined in Appendix 2. 

Digital recording devices are available to record the children’s musical compositions.
ICT – Each classroom has at least one laptop with internet access. Each classroom also has access to a radio/CD player. One CD player will be left in the PE hall for when it is required. 
YOTUBE and the following sites have been found to be useful.
wwww.vanbasco.com

www.pscp.ie
www.teachnet.ie
www.playmusic.org/backstage
www.classical.net
The use of the internet will be governed by the schools Acceptable Use Policy which is available to all teachers.

Resources and supplies are checked, a person nominated by the Principal at the beginning and end of every school year. Requests for additional resources will be made to the Principal.

7. Health and Safety

Teachers will at all times be mindful of the school’s Health and Safety Policy. Children will be encouraged to safeguard their own well-being. Children from Infants to First class inclusive will not be permitted to plug in electrical equipment. Children will be encouraged to show respect for musical instruments, and to play them at an appropriate volume.

When planning for music, consideration will be given to the following:

· Hidden dangers if children are moving about the classroom

· Storage facilities

· Access to, and transport of equipment/instruments

· Ventilation of the classroom

· Amount of space for children to sit or stand when doing choral or instrumental work

· Appropriate volume levels when using audio equipment and instruments

8. Individual Teachers’ Planning and Reporting
Teachers will consult this whole school plan and the curriculum documents for Music when they are drawing up their long and short term plans

Each teacher will have a long term plan for the year

Music will be a regular and evident element of the child’s classroom experience

When it is meaningful and suitable music will be taught in a thematic way to integrate with the other subjects

Cuntas míosúil will assist in recording work covered in evaluating progress in music and in informing future teaching

Parents are informed of children’s progress in music at parent teachers meetings and in end of year report cards.

9. Staff Development

Teachers will have access to reference books, resource materials and websites dealing with music

Our school has a culture where teachers share their expertise, good experience and practice with others. 

Music week is an opportunity for teachers to try out new music styles, and attend different workshops with their children.

The staff will participate in courses offered by the education centre and other agencies where appropriate.

10. Parental Involvement

Parents will support the school Music Education Programme by being invited and attending concerts and workshops and school based music activities organised during the year and Music Week.

At parent/teacher meetings, teacher will discuss the child’s progress in music.

The school will seek to invite parents who play an instrument to play for the children.

The parents have an opportunity to join the Scoil Cholmcille Adult Choir which performs at different school events.
11. Community Links

Musicians in the community may also be invited to play for the children.

The local Ceoltas group is invited every year to perform for the children

We will assist with choir for religious ceremonies

Success Criteria

Implementation will be evident in teaching and learning in the classroom

Continuity of content and methodology will be evident in teachers planning and monthly reports

Feedback will be sought and monitored from teachers, pupils, inspectors and parents on school based activities e.g. Music Week

Children will have a positive attitude and appreciation of music

Children will engage in all strands of the curriculum

Children will have sung songs from a wide variety of genres/cultures appropriate to their age

Children will have opportunities to play a wide variety of percussion instruments

Implementation

Roles and Responsibilities

The Board of Management ratifies the plan and supports its implementation. The Principal will oversee its implementation and support staff.

Class teachers are responsible for the implementations of the curriculum and this music plan in their own classes and will be evident in the Cuntas Míosúil every month.

Parents will be aware of content of school plan and support the teaching of music. 

Pupils will co-operate and participate in class lesson.

Review
It will be necessary to review this plan on a regular basis to ensure optimum implementation of the Music curriculum in the school. This Music plan and any further changes, will be communicated to parents on the school website.
Those involved in the review

•
Teachers

•
Pupils

•
Parents

•
Board of Management

This plan was ratified by the Board of Management of Scoil Cholmcille Junior

 On_______________________________________________________________

 Signed ___________________________________________________________

                  Chairperson of BOM
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